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CAREERS BEYOND THE LAB: SO, YOU'RE INTERESTED IN...SCIENTIFIC WRITING AND COMMUNICATION?

A virtual panel discussion with Q&A featuring professors, columnists, and Ph.D. experts with an avid interest in
science writing and communication.
+ Watch the video here.

Debra Beck, MSc: Freelance Writer in Medicine, Health Economics, and
Health Policy

Website: https://www.linkedin.com/in/debralbeck/

After a short career of about five years in clinical medicine and clinical research,
Ms. Debra Beck became a freelance medical writer 25 years ago. While she is
officially a "generalist," she is primarily specialized in cardiovascular medicine. Her
writing spans a variety of formats, including journalism, copywriting, and content
for industry and academia. Her clients include Elsevier (Braunwald's Heart
Disease), the American College of Cardiology, Knowledge to Practice (CME), and
Medscape Cardiology.

Becca Beets, PhD: Assistant Professor of Science Communication at
University of Maryland

Website: https.://communication.umd.edu/directory/becca-beets

Dr. Becca Beets is an Assistant Professor of Science Communication in the
Department of Communication at the University of Maryland. She has an
interdisciplinary background working at the intersections of science,
communication, and policy. Becca’s research in science communication explores
how different publics view and engage with emerging and controversial areas of
science, such as neurotechnology and artificial intelligence. She received her PhD
in Mass Communications from the University of Wisconsin—-Madison and her MS in
Science, Technology, and Environmental Policy from the University of Minnesota.
Becca previously worked in the fields of science policy and digital communication,
and as an undergraduate student, she spent several years as a research assistant in
a neuroscience lab.

fellercenter.umd.edu | Feller Center - Advising & Career Planning | bsoscareers@umd.edu


https://umd.hosted.panopto.com/Panopto/Pages/Viewer.aspx?id=8ca38b59-3926-4223-9091-b2c60031c570
https://www.linkedin.com/in/debralbeck/?originalSubdomain=ca
https://communication.umd.edu/directory/becca-beets
https://fellercenter.umd.edu/

N, 4/15/2025 ¢.
M 0. o

Qo

= UNDERGRADUATE MAJOR IN

» NEUROSCIENCE

TRYLAS

Teresa Esch, PhD: Features Editor at The Journal of Neuroscience
Website: https://www.linkedin.com/in/teresa-esch-bb903213

Dr. Teresa Esch completed a PhD in Neuroscience at the University of Virginia and
post-doctoral research at University of California San Diego, using
electrophysiology to study the neural basis of behavioral choice. Afterwards, she
worked in Marketing Communications at Bio-Rad for a few years before joining The
Journal of Neuroscience. For the first 15 years, her main job was writing, but for
the past 3 years, she has been strictly editing.

Megan Hall, PhD: Technical Editor and Assistant Professor of Viticulture at
Linfield University

Website: http.//linkedin.com/in/megan-hall-plantpathology/

Science communication is the one thing that has linked all of the various paths Dr.
Megan Hall has taken during her career. She loves writing and editing, and always
enjoyed those aspects of her work as a PhD student, a professor at an R1 university

running a research program, and an R&D scientist at a large corporation. When she
decided to go into business for herself, she knew that she wanted to focus on
writing and editing full-time. She found that there was a huge opportunity to work

alongside faculty from around the world, supporting their projects through
manuscript-writing and editing, and allowing her to stay engaged in the world of
research while utilizing her editorial skills. Now, she has an editing business that employs three other editors with PhDs.
She contracts part-time for Bio-Rad Laboratories, Inc. as a technical editor, and she is an assistant professor at Linfield
University, where she teaches in the School of Business.
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Lahne Mattas-Curry, MS: Communication Director at EPA’s Center for
Environmental Solutions & Emergency Response
Website: www.linkedin.com/in/lahnemattas

Ms. Lahne Mattas-Curry is currently the communication director for EPA’s Center
for Environmental Solutions and Emergency Response in the Office of Research and
Development. In this role, she translates complex scientific information to various
audiences. This work includes responding to the water crises in Flint and Benton
Harbor, MI, Hurricanes Harvey, Irma, and Maria where she worked in the Region 4
(Atlanta) and Headquarters Emergency Operations Centers as PIO, and for the East
Palestine train derailment. In all of these contexts, there was a lot of technical
science that needed to be communicated including sampling results in water and
air. She has more than 25 years of experience as a communication practitioner in
government, corporate, and non-profit organizations. She earned an M.S. in
marketing from Johns Hopkins University, and she is completing her Ph.D. in
communication at the University of Maryland where her emphasis is in risk and

Richard Sima, PhD: Brain Matters Columnist at The Washington Post
Website: https://richardsima.com/

Dr. Richard Sima is a neuroscientist turned award-winning science journalist who
writes the Brain Matters column at The Washington Post. After a decade-plus of
research at Johns Hopkins University and Harvard University, Richard transitioned

from academia to journalism. Richard is the inaugural awardee of the Brain &
Behavior Research Foundation Grant for the Rosalynn Carter Fellowship for Mental
Health Journalism. His work covering the life, health and environmental sciences
has appeared in outlets including the New York Times, National Geographic,
Scientific American, and Discover Magazine. Richard has worked as a fact-checker
for Vox podcasts, a researcher on a National Geographic television show, and a

communications specialist for Johns Hopkins University’s International Arts + Mind Lab. Richard lives in Baltimore with
his partner and enjoys rock climbing, playing board games and spending time with their cats, Bruce, Morty and Richard
(who, he is quick to note, was already named before they met).
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